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W98-1012.10.  Veldman, Harold E. (1897-1988). 
 Papers, 1926-1980.  1.50 linear ft. 
 
Abstract 
 
 Hope College Preparatory School student and Hope College class of 1921; Detroit 
Medical School (Wayne State University) class of 1925; medical missionary to Amoy Mission, 
China (1926-1930).  Includes correspondence and a diary that details the four years Harold and 
Pearl Veldman spent in China. 
 
Accession No:  W98-1012 
Provenance:  Harold Eugene Veldman 
Donor:   Roger L. Veldman 
Processed by:  Kevin DeYoung, July 1998 
 
Biography 
 
 Harold Eugene Veldman was born March 26, 1897, to the Rev. and Mrs. Henry J. and 
Anna (Knoll) Veldman in Cedar Grove, Wisconsin.  In 1921, he graduated from Hope College.  
His late graduation (24 years old) is probably on account of his service during World War I.  
Five years later, in 1926, he graduated from Detroit Medical School (now Wayne State) after he 
interned at Butterworth Hospital in Grand Rapids.  The following April, Harold and Pearl 
Paalman were united in marriage.   
 Veldman’s formative years did much to propel him into missions.  He was the son of an 
RCA minister, and in fact, his wife Pearl belonged to a charter family of Central Reformed 
Church in Holland.  Growing up in this environment, Veldman was often exposed to missions.  
His father only entered the pastorate after changing his mind about serving as a foreign 
missionary to China.  This influence continued as Veldman was introduced to many RCA 
missionaries as the son of a well known Reformed Church in America (RCA) minister.  
Interestingly, he recalls the venerable Samuel Zwemer to have been one of his biggest 
influences.  While at Hope, Veldman’s position as YMCA president on campus allowed him to 
meet several prominent churchmen who would confirm for him that God wanted him to serve as 
a medical missionary.   
 Only a few months after his wedding, in the fall of 1926, Veldman, with his new bride, 
left for China to serve as a medical missionary.  Returning in 1930, they spent over 4 years as 
missionaries at the Amoy Mission in southeastern China.  After returning to the United States, he 
settled in Grand Rapids, Michigan, and served his residency at Butterworth Hospital before 
entering into general practice.  He remained a general surgeon until switching to obstetrics and 
gynecology until his retirement in 1975. 
 Mrs. Veldman passed away in 1980 and Harold on February 27, 1988, at the age of 90 at 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
 
Scope and Content 
 
 This collection details the four years Harold and Pearl Veldman spent in China.  The 
correspondence herein constitutes the bulk of the collection. Thankfully, their correspondence 
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spans, in a thorough manner, their time in Amoy.  The diary is interesting but spotty, and the few 
remaining folders contain postcards and an article written by the Veldmans. 
 
Container List 
 
 Articles, 1928, n.d. 
 Correspondence, September 1926-December 1930 (14 folders) 
 Diary, 1926-1929 
Diary Transcription, “Better Than Light: Days and Years in the Lives of Pearl P. and 
Harold E. Veldman” by Harold E. Veldman, 1980 
 Miscellaneous, 1926-1930, n.d.  
 Postcards, 1926, n.d. 
